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Two thirds of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals at risk of not being
met — M&G’s latest SDG Reckoning report finds.

e Average progressscore of 4.1 out of 10 across all 17 goals
e World behind schedule and must ‘build back better’ in wake of COVID-19
e With biodiversity and climate change summits on the horizon, the report looks at how active
investors can support and amplify action on sustainable development

London, 28 September 2021 — M&G Investments’ latest SDG Reckoning reportreveals that the world is
ontrack to deliver only six of the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs). Launched
in 2015, the UN SDGs are a global call to action to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure all people
enjoy peace and prosperity by 2030. M&G analysis shows that progress across nearly 65% of SDGs is
lagging, with “no time to waste” on achieving a more inclusive society, one that protects nature and thrives

off acircular, regenerative economy.

M&G’s second SDG Reckoning report has assessed all 17 SDGs —froma general perspective and through
an impact investing lens — using a scale of 1 to 10 to assess progress since last year’s inaugural rankings,
determining whether the world has started to follow through on its pandemic-related sustainable recovery
pledges. This year’s report not only zeroes in on goals that most urgently need investment, but also
suggests what form that investment could take, and how active investors can support and amplify action

across sectors.

The report’s five main findings are:

1. An average 2020 progress score of 4.1 out of 10 across all 17 goals, unchanged from 2019, with
nine SDGs seeing no change since last year’s report

2. Fourgoals see a notable deterioration, three of which are socially-focused goals — SDG 1
(No Poverty), SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth) and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities)

3. Fourgoals see an improvement — some progress has been made across SDG 6 (Clean Water
and Sanitation), SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and
Communities) and SDG 13 (Climate Action).

4. Despite marginal improvements, SDG 13 (Climate Action) scores only 3 out of 10 on M&G'’s
progress scale. Landmark events such as the COP26 climate talks taking place this November are
a crucial test of how effectively partnerships for sustainable development are functioning.

5. Progress across SDG 14 (Life Below Water) and SDG 15 (Life on Land) — two goals that relate
directly to tackling biodiversity loss — is worryingly slow. With the COP15 biodiversity summit
coming up, policymakers must take an iterative approach to setting stretching but achievable short-

term targets on biodiversity.


https://sdgs.un.org/

Ben Constable-Maxwell, Head of Impact Investing, says: “Delivering on the SDGs is a collective
responsibility — with governments, businesses, non-governmental organisations, investors and individuals
all playing a role. Urgent and collaborative action will be required to deliver necessary progress in key
areas — a daunting challenge, but not an impossible one. In terms of timing, however, there is no time to

waste —we must act now.”

“Our analysis shows that there is still much work to be done globally in delivering on the UN’s 17 goals.
This collective effortis needed across the SDGs’ societal mandate, but especially in areas such as poverty
alleviation, decent work and better education, which have fallen behind during the pandemic. Sustainable
investing has a crucial role to play in channelling investment towards ‘high societal benefit’' companies.
Going one step further, impact investing can lead the way by financing early stage or less developed
solutions to the world’s major challenges and by precipitating improvements in measurement and
accounting for non-financial outcomes. We need to ramp up the pressure, both on companies to report

their real-world impacts and on investors to adopt impact-oriented approaches.”

The report pinpoints three fundamental and highly interconnected themes that M&G believe warrant
further attention and investment. Greater efforts are needed to promote social inclusion, with the
COVID-19 crisis having plunged millions of people into poverty. The report also flags an urgent need to
shiftto a circular global economy, moving away from the current wasteful and linear model. At the
same time, the spotlight on biodiversity has intensified over the last 12 months — with the world waking
up to the stark reality of nature and habitat loss, and the repercussions this has on the ecosystems that

provide the foundations for human wellbeing and a stable climate.

The value of a fund’s assets will go down as well as up. This will cause the value of your investment to
fall as well as rise and you may get back less than you originally invested. The views expre ssed in this
document should not be taken as a recommendation, advice or forecast.

While we support the UN SDGs, we are not associated with the UN and our funds are not endorsed by

them.
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-ENDS-

If you require any further information, please contact:

Irene Chambers

Corporate Communications
irene.chambers@mandg.co.uk
+44 (0)20 8162 3284

About M&G Investments

M&G Investments is part of M&G plc, a savings and investment business which was formed in 2017 through the
merger of Prudential plc’s UK and Europe savings and insurance operation and M&G, its wholly owned international
investment manager. M&G plc listed as an independent company on the London Stock Exchange in October 2019
and has over £370 billion of assets under management (as at 30 June 2021). M&G plc has customers in the UK,
Europe, the Americas and Asia, including individual savers and investors, life insurance policy holders and pension
scheme members.

Fornearly nine decades M&G Investments has been helping its customersto prosper by putting investments to work,
which in turn creates jobs, homes and vital infrastructure in the real economy. Its investment solutions span equities,
fixed income, multi asset, cash, private debt, infrastructure and real estate.

M&G recognises the importance of responsible investing and is a signatory to the United Nations Principles for
Responsible Investment (UNPRI) and is a member of the Climate Bonds Initiative Partners Programme.

M&G plc has committed to achieve net zero carbon emissions onits total book of assets under management and
administration by 2050 and committed to reduce operational carbon emissions as a corporate entity to net zero by
2030.

For more information, please visit: https://global.mandg.com/
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